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MONTARA DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

The Montara development project is located in the Timor Sea approx 

650 km west of Darwin.

PTTEP owns and operates 100 per cent of the Montara Development 

Project, which comprises the Montara (AC/L7), Skua and 

Swift/Swallow (AC/L8) oil fields.

The development plan for the Montara Development Project involves 

nine producing wells, four in the Montara field; two in the Skua field 

and three in the Swift/Swallow field. 

First production from the Montara project was targeted for the fourth 

quarter of 2009. Oil reserves from the four fields that comprise the 

Montara Development Project are approximately 37 million barrels. 

(PTTEP Fact Sheet)
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The field is located in about 77m of water. The initial phase was to be 

production from an unmanned wellhead platform (WHP) from oil-

producing wells, to a FPSO facility. There will also be a  gas re-

injection well from the WHP.
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OHS of the facilities

OPGGSA 2006

P(SL)(MoSOF) Regs 1996

Safety Case

NOPSA

Well Integrity

OPGGSA 2006

P(SL)(MoWO) Regulations 2004

WOMP

NT DA
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November 2008: NT DA approved PTTEPAA batch drilling of three 

development wells (further two wells later approved)
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Java Constructor

Java Constructor (JC) was located 25 metres from Montara WHP and West Atlas Drill 

Rig with a POB of 174

Operating under a Hot Work Permit from West Atlas.

0727 Dead Man Anchor disconnected.

0740 Java Constructor relocated 500m from West Atlas on anchors, out with 

exclusion zone.

0806 West Atlas abandoned, life boats launched.

0850 Life boats recovered to anchor handlers

0950 Transfer of crew to JC. POB becomes 236

1250 JC surrounded by hydrocarbons, change of surface currents

1516 JC clear of hazardous area.

NOPSA issued the operator with five Improvement Notices and requested a revision 

to the facility safety case due to a number of issues including:

ÅJava Constructor Safety Case did not anticipate operating in the vicinity of an 

uncontrolled hydrocarbon release.

ÅEmergency documentation and training were therefore inadequate.

ÅMuster stations were outside only ïshould have had inside alternative.

ÅPoor and irregular briefing of crew.

ÅTraining of supervisors in communications.

ÅNo cold cutting alternative for anchor wires.

ÅNo permanently mounted gas detection equipment.
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Source upstream on line
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Well control boarding team making checks ï(www.offshore-

technology.com)

22 November 2009 Personnel board West Atlas

23 Personnel board WHP

27 November: 320 bbl cement pumped via relief well into H1 well

30 November: Packer set in H1 well, pressure test not completed 

13 January 2010: plugging activities completed

Sep-Oct 2010: Salvage commenced with Jascon 25
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This is an import series of pictures, the one on the left is taken from the 

Java Constructor which was anchored alongside the Montara WHP 

when the blowout first occurred. The safety case and the day to day 

planning of construction and other activities on the Java did not 

contemplate the vessel being located alongside live hydrocarbon 

activities. The You can see a hardhat in the foreground of that picture 

and the gas / condensate release from the platform.

We are extremely fortunate that there were not fatalities or serious 

injuries. 
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The blowout was the result of systemic failures by the operator to 

properly manage the integrity of the well as a whole.
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